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A brief history of the buildingA brief history of the building
• Built up in 1924 to guest the Institute of Physics (Univ. of Florence 
founded the same year). Close to Villa “Il Gioiello” residence of Galileo 
during the last period of his life.

• University in Florence established  in 1321, as Studium Generale. This 
moved to Pisa in 1472 (Lorenzo de’ Medici decision). In 1859 the 
Institute of Advanced Studies was founded and became the seed of the 
actual University (1924).

• 1982. The Institute of Physics changed to Physics Department.

• Physics Department moved to the actual location in Sesto in 2001.

• At the same time the Department of Astronomy moved from the 
Observatory to this building.

• In 2004 the University of Florence assigned part of the building to the
Physics Department for guesting the Galileo Galilei Institute as a joint 
venture of University of Florence and INFN.
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People in ArcetriPeople in Arcetri
• Under the direction of Garbasso (a very inspired man, he was in Florence the 
analogue of Corbino in Rome) many brilliant young physicists came to 
Florence:

• F. Rasetti, 1922-1927 (moved to Rome).

• E. Fermi, 1924-25. In this period he wrotes the paper on the statistics of 
“fermions”. Then he moved to Rome.

• E. Persico, 1926-30. He substituted Fermi in the teaching of Theoretical 
Physics. Then he moved to Turin.  

• B. Rossi, 1928-32. In Florence he developed his famous circuit for 
coincindences. After he moved to Padua. 

• G. Bernardini, 1928-31. After he went to Camerino.  

• G. Occhialini was in Florence in the period 1929-31, then in Cambridge and 
again in Florence, 1934-37 and from here to Brazil. 

• B. Racah, 1931-37 graduated in Florence and after Forence moved to Pisa and 
then to Israel. He  taught Theoretical Physics.
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Z. Phys. 36, 902 
(1926)
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G. Bernardini and B. Rossi

(Terrace)
G. Occhialini, G. Bernardini, B. Rossi

(Entrance)
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• The chair of Theoretical Physics was not occupied since 1959 when Morpurgo
arrived. He left Florence in 1963.

• In 1963 Morpurgo left and Raoul Gatto arrived. Under his direction a theory 
group was formed and it grew up strongly. I would like to remind here a few 
names of young physicists working under the direction of Gatto at that time, as: 
M. Ademollo, G. Altarelli, G. Gallavotti, L. Maiani, G. Preparata, G. Veneziano
and many others. They became known as the “gattini”.

Katzen Schule
(Gift of G. Veneziano to R. 
Gatto for his 60th birthday
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This floor Floor -1

Floor -2

The buildingThe building
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• Order of 20 offices for about 40 desks each equipped with 
telephone and PC. Secretariat room, coffee room, 3 common rooms 
for discussions and small seminars, two lecture halls, one for 100 
people and the other for about 70 (plus the room where the 
Conference Secretariat is located). 

• Laser printers and Xerox machines will be available. 
• Fast internet connections by cable and wireless. 

• Access to on-line physics journals will be possible through the 
University-net. Scanned files of articles can be obtained by e-mail.

• Small library in the Astronomy Dept. Larger one at the Observatory.  We 
are planning for a small collection of reference books.

FacilitiesFacilities
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• Our Secretariat will help the participants as far as lodging is
concerned. We have contacts with residences offering flats and with 
hotels. There will be also the possibility of renting apartments.

• The University is planning to transform several small buildings in 
the Arcetri complex into guest houses. There will be rooms and small 
flats to accommodate about 40 people. First rooms available in 2008?

• The GGI part of the building is now being restored. Works will be 
finished before the end of February. After providing for the equipment 
we will be ready to start with the first Workshop on May 2nd.
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L. Emo Capodilista, B. Crino’, G. Bernardini, A. 
Colacevich and D. Bocciarelli

(Porter’s lodge)
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Steps to the GGISteps to the GGI
• Around 1996 Ciafaloni and Longhi formulated the idea of an 
institution in Arcetri similar to the Kavli Institute in Santa Barbara. 

• October 2003, first contacts with Marchesini.

• January 2004, meeting in Genova to decide the main lines of the 
GGI with Barbieri, Becchi, Marchesini and  Onofri.

• May 2004, the Administrative Council of the University assigned a 
part of the building in Arcetri to the Physics Department for the GGI.

• July 2004, the INFN Council approved the institution of the GGI.

• November 2004, University and INFN signed the agreement for the 
institution of the GGI.


